















CONNOISSEUR. : 
By Mr. TO WN, 


Critic and Censor-GENERAL. | 





NUMBER XLV. 





THURSDAY, December 5, 1754. 





Quicquid agunt homines, votum, timor, ira, voluptas, 


Gaudia, difcurfus, noftri farrago libelli. 
Jov, 


HEN I firft refolved on appearing in my 

prefent character, I had fome thoughts of | 
p making my public entry in the front of one | 
® or other of our News-papers; as I con- 





fidered that the domeftic occurrences, which 
compofe a part of their equipage, would make no bad 
figure in my own retinue. Some reflections on the modifh 
methods of gaming would receive an additional confir- 
mation from a paragraph in the News, that “ laft tuefday 
“a gameat Whilt was playedat Wdite’s for 10001. a corner,” 
‘* or that the match between his Grace the Duke of 
** Lord was decided at Newmarket :’’ and a diflerta- 
tion on the luxury of the prefent age would be very aptly 
illuftrated 


and 
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illuftrated by an exact account of the weight of the Turtle, 
drefied a few days before for the gentlemen of the above- 
mentioned Chocolate-houfe. 


InDEED I have always looked upon the works of Mr. 
Sennour in the Daily Advertifer as a kind of fupplement to 
the intelligence of Mr, Town ; as containing a more minute 
account of the important tranfactions of that clafs of man- 
kind, which has been figuratively ftiled The World, From 
thefe daily regifters you may not only learn, when any body 
is married or hanged, but you have immediate notice, 
‘whenever his Grace goes to Newmarket, or her Ladyfhip 
fets out for Bath: and but laft week, at the fame time that 
the gentlemen of the law were told that the Lord Chan- 
cellor could not fit in the Court of Chancery, people of 
fafhion had the melancholy news that Signor Ricciarelli 
was not able to fing. 


Nor is that part of Mr. Yennour’s lucubrations, which is 
allotted to Advertifements, lefs amufing and entertaining: 
and many of thefe articles might very properly come under 
my cognifance. It is here debated, whether the prize of 
eloquence fhould be given to Orator Macklin or Orator 
Henley; and whether Mr. Stephen Pitts is not the beft 
qualified to furnifh gentlemen and ladies libraries with tea- 
chefts in Odfavo, and clofe-ftools in Folio, And befides the 
public notices to perfons of tafte, of very rare old Japan, 
and moft curious and inimitable Epargnes for deferts, as alfo 
the moft rich and elegant fancied filks to be fold by auction; 
many other advices, not lefs interefting to the Town, are 
here given. We are daily put in mind, that Mrs. Pdzlizps 
at the Green Canifter ftill hopes for the favours of her 
former good cuftomers as ufual: that. next door to Had- 
dock’ s 
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dock’s is fold an antidote againft the poifon imbibed at that 
bagnio: that Dr. Rock infallibly cures a certain epidemical 
diftemper by virtue of the King’s Patent: that a learned 
phyfician and furgeon will privately accommodate any gentle- 
man (as the Do¢tor modeftly expreffes it in his own Latin) 
Pro Morbus Veneria curandus: and that Y. Z. a regular- 
bred furgeon and man-midwife, together with fifty others, 
will accommodate gentlewomen, that are under a neceffity 
of lying in privately. 


Burt not only the public tranfaGtions of Auctioneers, 
Brokers, and Horfe-dealers, but the moft private concerns 
of pleafure and gallantry may be alfo carried on by means 
of this paper. Affignations are here made, and the moft 
fecret intrigues formed, at the expence of two fhillings, If 
a genteel young body, who can do all kinds of work, wants 
a place, fhe will be fure to hear of a mafter by advertifing : 
Any gentleman and lady of wnexceptionable character may 
mect with lodgings to be let, and no queftions afked. 
How often has Romeo declared in print his unfpeakable 
paffion for the charming Peachy! How many gentlemen 
have made open profeffions of the ftricteft honour and {e- 
crefy! And how many ladies, dreft in fuch a manner, and 
feen at fuch a place, have been defired to leave a line for 4. B. 
Before the late Marriage Act it was very ufual for young 
gentlemen and ladies (poffeft of every qualification requifite 
to make the marriage ftate happy) to offer themfelves as a 
good bargain to each other ; and men took the fame mea- 
fures of advertifing to get an agreeable companion for life, 
as they do for an agreeable companion in’a poft-chaife. As 
this traffick ia matrimony is now prohibited, it has given 
occafion to the opening a new branch of trade ; and fince 
hufbands and wives are hardly to be got for love or money, 
feveral good-natured females have fet themielves up to fale 
to 
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to the beft bidder, The Daily Advertifer is therefore be- 


come the univerfal regifter for new faces ; and every day’s 
advertifements are crouded with offers of young ladies, who 
would be glad of the company of any elderly gentleman, to 
pafs his leifure hours with them, and play at cards. 





I Loox upon the common intelligence in our public 


papers, with the long train of advertifements annexed to 
it, as the beft account of the prefent domeftic ftate of 
England, that can poffibly be compiled: nor do I know 
any thing, which would give pofterity fo clear an idea of 
the tafte and morals of the prefent age, as a bundle of our 
daily papers. They would here fee what books are moft 
read, what are our chief amufements and diverfiens: and 
when they fhould obferve the daily inquiries after eloped 
wives and apprentices, and the frequent accounts of trials in 
Wefhminfter Hall for perjury, adultery, &c. they might form 
a tolerable notion even of our private life. Among many 
other reafons for lamenting that the art of printing was 
not more early difcovered, I cannot but regret that we have 
perhaps loft many accounts of this nature, which might 
otherwife have been handed down tous. With what plea- 
fure fhould we have perufed an Athenian Advertifer, or a 
Roman Gazetteer! A curious critic or antiquarian would 
place them on the fame fhelf with the Claffics, and would 
be highly pleafed at difcovering what days Tully went to his 
Tufculum, or Plinyto his magnificent Villa; who was the 
capital finger at the Greczan Opera, and in what characters 
Rofcius appeared with moft fuccefs, Thefe picces of intel- 
ligence would undoubtedly give great fatisfaction; and I am 
myfelf acquainted with a very learned gentleman, who has 
affured me, that he has been as much delighted at difco- 
vering that the Sof were Horace’s bookfellers, that the 
Hecyra of Terence was damned, and other little particulars 
of 
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of that nature, as with an account of the deftruction of 
Carthage, or the death of Cafar. We fhould alfo be glad 
to collect from their advertifements what things were moft 
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in requeft at Athens and Rome. Even our papers, (which 
perhaps are called Dazly from their lafting but a day) are, 
I fear, of too fugitivea nature to fall under the infpection of 
pofterity. ‘To remedy, in fome meafure, this inconvenience, 
I fhall now conclude my paper with a few advertifements, 
which if they have not actually been inferted in our papers, 
are at leaft of the fame nature with thofe, that daily have 
a place there. 


To be {poke with every Day at bis Houfe in the Old Baily, | 
BRYAN RAPAWAY, | 


. H O {wears Oaths of and Kinds are Prices, and will 

procure pofitive Evidence at a Day’s Warning in all 

Sorts of Caufes. He will contract with any Attorney or 

Quack-Doctor to fwear by the Quarter; and will fupply 
Affidavits, &c. on the moft reafonable Terms. 


*,* He will attend, during the Bufinefs of Elections and 
Double Returns, in the Lobby of the Houfe of Commons, and 
will ply next Term at Weftminfter Hall, 


WANT ED, 


Genteel Black or Negro Girl, very handfome ; with 

a foft Skin, good Teeth, fweet Breath, at leaft five 
Feet three Inches high, and not above Eighteen. Who- 
ever has fuch a Girl to difpofe of, may hear of a Gentleman 
who will give fifty Guineas for her, by apylying at the Bar 
of the Shake/pear’s Head Tavern, Covent-Garden. 


Note, None but principals will be treated with. At the 
Same Place any genteel White Girl may hear of fomething to 
her Advantage. 


Yyyy WANTS 
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WANTS A PLACE, 


Young Man, well acquainted with Arithmetic, Mer- 

chants Accompts, Sc. would be glad to ferve any 
Gentleman as Steward or Rent-gatherer: He is alfo very 
well acquainted with A/gebra, and would be of great Service 
to any Gentleman by affifting him in hedging his Bets, 
Direct for X. Y. at the Mount Coffee-Houfe, Grofvenor- 
Street. 


L O S 2a 


From about a Lady’s Perfon, who went to mob it at Druty- 
Lane Playhoufe one Night laft Week, 


Plumper for the Cheek, a Bolfter for the Hip, three 
A very white even Teeth, and one Eyebrow. Who- 
ever has found the above Things, and will leave them at 
Mrs. Mechlin’s, Milliner, in New Bond Street, fhall have 
five Guineas Reward, and no Queftions afked, 


This Day are publifhed, 


HE Adventures of Dick Hazard; the Hiftory of 

Mr. Yofhua Trueman, and Mifs Peggy Wilhams; the 
Hittory of Will Ramble; The Invifible Spy ; The Carn; 
the Travels of Drake Morris ; Memoirs of the Shakefpear’s 
Head; fafper Banks; Frank Hammond, and Matrimony: 
And {fpeedily will be publifhed, The Hiftory of Sir Hum- 
phrey Herald and Sir Edward Haunch, Memoirs of Lady 
Vainlove; Adventures of Tom Doughty; ‘fack Carelefs; 
Frank Eafy ; Dick Damnable; Molly Peirfon; Se. Gc. Se. 
being a complete Collection of Novexs for the Amufement 
of the prefent Winter. 
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